[Laser surgery in occlusive diseases of peripheral arteries].
The first experience with the use of an excimeric laser in the treatment of 24 patients with segmental occlusion of the peripheral arteries is discussed. It proved possible to recanalize the obstructed segment of the vessel for its whole distance in 13 patients. Analysis of the complications shows that further technological development of the method is necessary. Hemodynamic adequacy of restoration of the vascular lumen by laser recanalization in combination with balloon dilatation is demonstrated. Significant decrease of the risk of operative intervention, accelerated rehabilitation of patients, and an essential economical effect may be the advantages of the method.